FRANCIS OF ASSIST
is said before the altai. There Clara declares her pur-
pose to live after the manner of Jesus' injunctions to his
disciples. Her hair is cut off and she becomes Clara,
eventually the Mother of the Poor Clares who have
continued to this day as the second order of the Fran-
ciscans. She is lodged temporarily with some Benedic-
tine Nuns in the vicinity, then for a time in a convent
in Assisi, and finally in St. Damian's, which the Bene-
dictine monks donate to Francis as a home for his
women followers. St. Damian's is the place where
Francis himself had first heard the command of Christ
to "rebuild the church." It now becomes his unfail-
ing haven of refuge. Here the ministrations of Clara
and her abounding faith in him and his cause give him
new courage and joy in the difficult times of the years
ahead. In spite of her youth, she has a steadfastness
of faith and exaltation of courage truly saintly. Be-
tween her and Francis there seems to have been no
spark of that romantic love which lusts to possess the
body of its loved one* It is rather a love based on
mutual admiration and devotion to a common cause.
It may well be doubted whether Francis in later years
could have passed through his hardships had his own
spirit not found refreshment and inspiration from the
soul of Clara and her ministry of sisterly care and com-
radeship.
^roubles of the Order. With the rapid growth of
the Order, he has abundant need for Clara's encour-
agement Not all the new brothers are able to under-